A HISTORY OF POLAND

formed a party in the Diet. The policy of the king, and
the wisdom of the representatives of die Holy See, had
saved Poland from the bloodshed caused elsewhere by
religious intolerance. In 1565 Sigismund introduced the
Jesuits, who formed establishments at Pultusk, Posen,
Wilna, and other places, and redeemed the Church from
the reproach of neglect of education. The reproach of
religious intolerance, if it ky anywhere, ky at the door
of die dissidents themselves, who quite failed to settle
their own differences; and when they applied for re-
cognition, laid themselves open to the king's retort that
when they had quite decided among themselves on the
tenets of their faith, they might approach him again.

His toleration extended to the Jews, whom the Polish
laws protected as in no other country of Europe save
England. They became die chief merchants and traders,
content to be deprived of their rights as citizens in the
shelter they found, and in the protection given by a
liberal country to their wealth.

Sigismund died when Poland was at the zenith of her
power and prosperity. His desire to leave an heir behind
him was shared by his subjects; and with the promise
that any child of his would be made legitimate, he took
to himself mistresses for the most wordiy object that
could be advanced for such irregukr alliances. Too kte
death freed him from his infirm wife. " By God !" he
shouted from his death-bed, "I will marry again."
Soon afterwards the breath left his body. The last and
best-loved of his favourites plundered his private treasury,
and even his corpse, so effectually that some difficulty was
experienced in procuring for him even a decent burial.
So ended the great Jagiello line of Kings of Poland.
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